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Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to speak in opposition to this bill. The
Violence Against Women Act has never been
a divisive piece of legislation until this Tea
Party Majority came into power. Instead of
bringing the bipartisan bill already passed by
the Senate to this floor for a vote, House Re-
publicans are attempting to pass a partisan
and discriminatory bill that eliminates protec-
tions for violent crime victims.

The Republican bill on the floor this week
eliminates long-standing critical protections for
immigrant women who are the victims of crime
and abuse. This bill rejects the new protec-
tions adopted by the Senate for gay and
transgender individuals. The LGBT community
experiences domestic violence at roughly the
same rates as other populations, but these
survivors often face discrimination when seek-
ing the services they need to escape abuse.
The bipartisan Senate bill included provisions
to ensure LGBT victims can find refuge and
access needed services.

This bill also eliminates the new provisions
for Native American victims. One in three na-
tive women is raped in her lifetime, three in
five suffer domestic assault, and a majority of
the perpetrators are non-Indian. Considering
these horrific statistics, | am dismayed that the
bill the Republican majority brought before us
today does not include adequate protections
for Native women. The provision included at
the last minute—section 1006—actually takes
a step backward by placing the burden on the
woman seeking protection, who would have to
travel to a federal court and hire legal counsel.
It forces tribal women to rely on federal law
enforcement, who already decline to prosecute
more than half of the violent crimes in Indian
Country, and an even higher percentage of
sexual assault cases.

According to the National Congress of
American Indians, in one alarming case, a
woman was assaulted by her non-Native boy-
friend and had her nose broken. When she
filed a police report, she heard that the injury
was just broken cartilage, and that the case
would not be prosecuted because U.S. attor-
neys will not take a domestic violence case
unless the disfigurement is permanent. This is
the status quo that the bill before us will main-
tain. It is unacceptable, especially with a better
bipartisan alternative available.

The Violence Against Women Act reauthor-
ization bill passed by the Senate, S. 1925, had
provisions that provided for tribes to prosecute
a non-Indian for domestic violence in a con-
stitutional manner. Defendants would still have
access to free counsel, to due process, and to
a jury of their peers including non-Indians.
These common-sense provisions were devel-
oped during years of consultation with tribes
and were recommended by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice after studying the crisis. Tribal
communities need this authority at the local
level to protect their mothers, sisters and
daughters from abuse.

If the House passed the bipartisan Senate
bill, it would send a clear message that this
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country does not tolerate violence against
women, regardless of their ethnicity or sexual
orientation. Moreover, it would show Con-
gress’ commitment to reducing domestic vio-
lence, protecting women from sexual assault
and securing justice for victims.

Over a decade ago, VAWA passed the
House and Senate by votes of 371-1 and 95—
0, respectively, and then this overwhelming
support was repeated in 2005. Yet here we
are today, with my colleagues across the aisle
turning this into a divisive and partisan issue.

It is wrong, it is unfair to victims of domestic
violence, and it is the latest example of this
Tea Party Republican Majority’s failure to find
common ground even on issues that have
been historically non-controversial. We must
do better for all women who experience vio-
lence, which is why | urge my colleagues to
vote against this bill. | remain hopeful that the
House will have the opportunity to consider
the Senate-passed bipartisan language in-
stead.

The purpose of VAWA has always been to
ensure that all victims of violence are pro-
tected and that their basic human rights are
upheld, no matter one’s sexual orientation,
ethnicity, or legal status in this country, and
this bill shirks that responsibility.

—————

THE DEATH OF DC LEGEND CHUCK
BROWN

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness that | say goodbye to a
great artist, consummate professional and my
friend, Chuck Brown. Chuck dedicated over 50
years to filling the hearts and spirits of both
young and old with the infectious sound of his
soulful music. No man, woman or child could
remain seated when Chuck took the stage, as
he played his signature brand of music that he
coined “Go-Go.” While my friendship with
Chuck only begin 6 years ago, the “God-
father” as he is affectionately known by DC
natives, has been rockin’ and rollin’ since the
early 60s.

He was deeply loved and he will be sorely
missed. My heart goes out to his family, loved
ones and Washington, DC. We truly lost a leg-
end yesterday.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO DAVID HADLEY
HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in trib-
ute to David Hadley, who is the quintessence
of a community volunteer—and a lifelong
friend.

| have known Dave since we were boys.
Dave, his brother, Peter, and | were in the
Sea Explorers together. Their dad, “Skipper”
Al Hadley, was our Explorer advisor. Skipper
instilled in us, and our fellow Scouts, the val-
ues of patriotism and public service.

Dave took his father’s teachings to heart.

In addition to making his mark in girls soft-
ball for the past 35 years—to the extent that
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the Boys & Girls Club baseball field in
Fallbrook, California, is named the Dave Had-
ley Field in recognition of his longtime dedica-
tion to youth sports—Dave has been active in
his church and has been advisor to the San
Diego County Board of Supervisors.

During his 35 years of coaching youth soft-
ball, Dave has also helped organize youth
softball leagues with administrative positions,
organized local and traveling teams, and
coached “Smurf” softball programs for kinder-
garten girls. And, like his dad, Dave also
taught his players the value of giving back. His
former players have gone on to play and
coach in the National Pro Fast Pitch League
and at numerous high schools, community col-
leges and colleges.

Also in keeping with his dad’s example,
Dave’s daughters, Heather and Holly, also
were recipients of Dave’s coaching and exam-
ple. He also is providing guidance, direction
and coaching to his seven grandchildren:
Amber, Hunter, Kai, Shea, Mackynley, Ben
and David.

Dave’s dedication to youth expands beyond
the softball field. He has been a Confraternity
of Christine Doctrine (CCD) teacher at St.
Peter’'s Catholic Church for 20 years and an
executive board member and past president of
the Boys & Girls Club of Fallbrook for 22
years.

In addition, Dave served for five years as an
Advisory Board member from San Diego
County Service Area 81, providing community
input to county supervisors.Somehow he also
found the time to be an entrepreneur, owning
and operating S-K Specialties, a full-service
machine shop, for 35 years.

Mr. Speaker, Dave is to be rightly honored
for his service to his community. | know my
colleagues join Fallbrook, California, and me
in thanking Dave for his decades of dedication
and in recognizing not only his accomplish-
ments, but in recognizing the accomplish-
ments of those he has mentored and has
passed on the values of patriotism and public
service.

Well done, my friend.

——————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense,
to prescribe military personnel strengths for
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes:

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Chair, |
rise today in support of an amendment offered
by Representative JOHNSON of Georgia that
would include a finding that states the deploy-
ment of tactical weapons to South Korea
would destabilize the Western Pacific region
and would not be in the national security inter-
ests of the United States.

Due to increased provocative actions taken
by North Korea, | feel there is a thought that
the placement of tactical nuclear weapons on
the Korean Peninsula would act as a deterrent



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-25T22:58:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




